Serial Episode 8: “The Deal with Jay”

Please answer all questions completely on a separate sheet of paper. 

1. Who is Stella Armstrong? Why is it important for Sarah to reach out to her for an interview? How does she describe Jay as he was on the stand? Does her description surprise you? Why or why not?

2. Think back to your first initial reactions to Jay (without thinking of the descriptions, perceptions, and stories about him from this episode)- what did your think about him? What stereotypes did you associate with Jay? Why? 

3. Now, after listening to episode 8, how do his friends and classmates from Woodlawn describe Jay? What are their opinions of him? Does their reactions to Jay surprise you in any way? Which descriptions of him surprised you the most?

4. One of Jay’s best friends from high school describes Jay as a guy who’d “slug you as you’re walking down the hallway at school, but he wasn’t mad or anything…” Chris then recalls a time when Jay tried to stab him with a knife and says, “Yo, I’m not gonna stab you deep but you never been stabbed before, you need to know what its like…” What is up with these two scenarios? How do these descriptions alter your vision of who Jay is as a person? 
5. What new location does Chris describe in which Adnan pops the trunk of Hae’s car? Does this surprise you that Jay has come up with another location to talk about? 
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